
MUSKELLUNGE (Esox masquinongy)
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Sometimes called: Musky, Maskinonge, Northern Muskellunge
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Distribution in Ohio
Interesting Facts:

· These large fish are one of the biggest freshwater fish in North America!
· The jaws of these fish are lined with many big, sharp teeth that help hold prey in while a Muskellunge tries to swallow it.
· The Muskellunge lives in large lakes and big rivers.  The lakes need to have lots of food available and have lots of deep areas close to shallow flats.  In big rivers, they live in deeper, slow pools.
· The Department of Natural Resources maintains Musky populations in Ohio through extensive stocking programs in lakes throughout Ohio.
· Muskellunge have been known to eat muskrats, ducks, chipmunks, frogs, salamanders, crayfish, and water insects!  But, by and far their most common food choice is other fish.
· Because of their large size and strength, the Muskellunge is one of this countries’ most popular sport fish!
· In Ohio, the largest Muskellunge ever caught was 55.13 lbs!  The fish was caught by Joe D. Lykins of Piedmont, OH in Piedmont Lake.
